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Technology in the Classroom

According to Cathy N. Davidson, co-director of the annual MacArthur Foundation for Digital Media and
Learning Competitions, 65 percent of today’s school age children may end up working in careers that
haven’t yet been invented.

At TimePlan we believe that teachers must prepare students for this emerging world of new
technology. Incorporating technology into the classroom has proven benefits, especially when it comes
to personalised learning. From interactive whiteboards through to products that personalise the
learning experience for students. These benefits in understanding free up time in the classroom so
teachers can focus on skills like problem solving, character development and critical thinking.

Interactive Whiteboards

Interactive whiteboards are designed to help teachers focus attention and provide a platform to boost
the interactivity of their lessons. Because each classroom is unique, interactive whiteboard systems are
available in a wide variety of configurations, enabling teachers to tailor the right solution to
accommodate their needs.

TimePlan offers comprehensive interactive whiteboard technology training sessions, providing in depth
information to help develop teachers proficiency and confidence in using whiteboards in the classroom.
Promethean Planet is a unique teaching, sharing social forum for teachers, where you can create lesson
plans, gain resources and design creative professional interactive slide shows using Activelnspire.

iPads

The introduction of the iPad, with its easy to manipulate touch screen technology, has allowed even
very young children to take advantage of a computer. Its portable format and fast load-up time has
made it possible for them to be used easily in the classroom.

The iPad has extremely easy access to AV tools (camera, video and voice recorder) which can be used
creatively across a countless number of apps. These AV tools mean that the iPad has endless
possibilities to be used creatively in any subject in the school curriculum, it just needs imagination.

Programming Basics

We live in a society where everyone uses a mobile phone or a computer, with most using both. Today’s
students live in a very different world than their parents did as children. Today’s world is full of web
services — YouTube, Netflix, and Facebook are all a key part of a child’s daily life.

Learning how to program is like learning any other language. The difference, of course, is that

programming can be much more powerful. With just a computer, kids can use the skills they learn to
build something that might change the world.

The Future

In the future, the amount of technology and our reliance on it will only increase. The students of today
need to be able to not only consume this technology, but to understand and control it.

With technology changing so quickly it is certain that the opportunities for education are enormous.

Teachers who embrace technology can certainly benefit by being able to offer more engaging lessons to
their technology-savvy students.
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Online Safety

The internet and other digital and information technologies are powerful tools, which open up new
opportunities for everyone. Electronic communication helps teachers and students learn from each
other. These technologies can stimulate discussion, promote creativity and create awareness of context
to promote effective learning.

The requirement to ensure that children and young people are able to use the internet and related
communications technologies appropriately and safely is addressed as part of the wider duty of care to
which all who work in schools are bound. A framework of internet safety policies can help to ensure safe
and appropriate use. The development and implementation of such strategies should involve all the
stakeholders in a child’s education from the head teacher and governors to the senior management
team and classroom teachers, support staff, parents, and the pupils themselves.

TimePlan recommends that, as a minimum, schools have an acceptable use policy in place to protect the
interests of both pupils and staff, and that this is at the heart of practice. This should be linked to other
mandatory school policies: child protection, health and safety, home—school agreements, and pupil
discipline (including the anti-bullying) policy. Whilst this document looks to give guidance to TimePlan
Teachers, we would always expect our staff to request the acceptable use policy from the schools

they are working in.

TimePlan recommends that internet safety policies be regularly monitored and reviewed, and all staff
should be aware of the appropriate strategies they should adopt if they encounter problems.
Additionally, all school staff have a duty to ensure that pupils using ICT, in any context, are reminded
about appropriate behaviour on a regular basis.

Reporting Concerns

Ofsted defines e-safety as “The school’s ability to protect and educate pupils and staff in their use of
technology and to have the appropriate mechanisms to intervene and support any incident where

appropriate.” All teachers have a duty of care to the pupils they teach and are legally responsible for
all aspects of pupil safety, including online safety, whilst in school. Any activity involving internet use
needs to be carefully planned and assessed for risk to minimise the possibility of an e-safety incident.

If a child points out inappropriate, bullying or illegal content, teachers should be aware of the
procedures to report and remove the offending content. You should familiarise yourself with the
school’s procedure for reporting e-Safety concerns (such as breaches of filtering, cyber bullying, illegal
content etc). All concerns should be discussed with an e-safety officer.

The Designated Safeguarding Lead should be informed immediately of any e-safety incidents involving
child protection concerns, which will then be escalated appropriately following the school policy and
procedures.

Teachers working for TimePlan are encouraged to visit the Child Exploitation and Online Protection
Centre website, register and read through the Thinkuknow programme which provides a range of free
educational resources - films, lesson plans, presentations, practitioner guidance, games and posters - to
professionals working with children and young people. Through the use of these educational materials a
teacher can help to empower and protect young people from the harm of sexual abuse and exploitation,
both online and off.
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